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065 01 p 

065 02 p-lax 
tbl 60 

065 03 t 

065 04 t-lax 
[dl 60 

065 05 k 

065 06 k-lax 
Eg] 60 

065 07 t/s 

065 08 t/s-hacek 30 
( loan) 

065 09 t/s-hacek-lax 
( loan) 

065 10 f 38 

065 11 f-lax 38 
tv] 60 

065 12 s 01 



13 s-lax 01 
[z] 60 

14 s-hacek 02 

15 s-hacek-lax 30 
( loan) 

16 x 

17 m 

18 n 
*tengJ 

19 ens 30 61 
(alio, loan) 

*/n/ 

20 l 03 

21 gamma-uvular 

I r-tri 11-uvularl 
(free) 

22 glottal stop 31 3 ? 

23 h 32 



51 iota 
til* 2 

52 epsilon 
le) 33 62 
(alio, free) 

*/schwa-over-short/ 
t e/yodl 3I » 
(free) 

53 schwa-over-short 36 
( trans 1 tional ) 

*Iel 

54 a 

I alphal 35 
( free) 

55 upsi Ion 

56 o 

57 yod 



065 $a Modern Hebrew $d Semitic $e Israel $f 3 million $g Merritt Ruhlen $g Marilyn Vihman (review) 

065 $a Chayen, M.J. $b 1973 $c The Phonetics of Modern Hebrew $f Janua Linguarum, Series Practica, 

No. 162 $g The Hague* Mouton $q 29 

065 $a Cohen, David and Haim Zafrani $b 1968 $c Grammaire de l'Hebreu Vivant $s Paris: Presses 

Uni versi tai ves de France 

065 $a LAX OBSTRUEHTS $A "Members of the plosive series are distinguished from one another... by 

force of articulation (fortis, lenis). Presence or absence of voice and degree of aspiration 
are minor distinguishing features," (p. 22) Aspiration apparently occurs on the tense stops only 
"in strongly emphatic position," (p. 22) Voice "is appreciably present in the Hebrew lenis 
plosive only in intervocalic position. Initially and finally there is very little." (p. 22) 
Similarly for fricatives "voice must be considered as minor to. force. . .,. voi ce being 
appreciably present in the Hebrew lenis fricative only in intervocalic position. Initially and 
finally. . .voice is considerably reduced." (p. 23) Cohen and Zafrani are in general agreement, 
butdiffer on details. They say the lax obstruents are generally voiced, but are devoiced 
(while remaining lax) before tense consonants. Likewise the tense obstruents are voiced 
(remaining tense) before lax obstruents, (p. 27) 

065 $a PHONOLOGICAL WORD $A initial C* not /f, glottal stop/ $A initial CC: there are many 

clusters, but a number contain a short transitional vowel, in particular clusters with a 
glottal as first or second member, with a sonorant as first member, and those with two dental 
obstruents. $A final C: not /h/; not /p, p-lax, yod/ in unaccented syllables; final /p-lax/ 
otherwise only in loans $A final CC: c + /t/ (See Cohen C Zafrani, p.31ff.) 

065 $a STRESS $A "Stress is generally on the final syllable of the Hebrew word, less commonly on 

the penultimate, and rarely on the antepenultimate." (p. 30) "A short list of pairs of words may 
be drawn up in which position of stress is the only distinguishing significant feature." (p. 32) 
■Penultimate stress is found with (1) nouns in which the last vowel is epenthetic /epsilon/, (2) 
before certain unstressed suffixes, (3) in many proper names, though their stress is "by no 
means fixed at this time." Foreign words retain their original stress, even with normally 
stressed Hebrew suffixes. Stress is not defined phonetically; in the section on intonation 
pitch contours are indicated as a major property of stressed syllables. 

065 $a SYLLABLE $A ( C ) ( C )V( C ) ( C ) 

065 01 $A "Point of articulation [of /s/ and /s-lax/l varies with the speaker from upper teeth to 
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alveolar ridge, (even to lower ridge, with a not uncommon tendency to lisping, though this is 
considered defective ) (p. 24) 

065 02 $A "/s-hacek/ is not different from the English consonant except for one common variety 
peculiar to young women. This has been noted and described by Chaim Blanc as 'prepalatal 
perhaps alveolar. 1 The auditory effect is, in fact, almost that of a soft whistle, a hissing 
rather than a hushing sound, produced by advancing the front of the tongue to a pre-palatal 
position while the tip and blade make light contact with the alveolar ridge.... This variety of 
/s-hacek/ exists in small children of both sexes and in young women in their teens and into 
their early twenties, when it disappears and is replaced by the more general palato-alveolar 
hushing /s-hacek/. " (p.25f ) 

065 03 $A /l/ is "clear in all positions." (p. 28) 

065 30 $A /t/s-hacek/, /s-hacek-lax/, and /eng/ occur "only in recent foreign borrowings." (p. 21) 

065 31 $A "/glottal stop/ tends to appear initially in an intonation group, in intervocalic position 
or where special emphasis is expressed." (p. 22) 

065 32 $A "The breathed glottal fricative, /h/, occurs only in syllable initial prevocalic position 
and varies freely with /glottal stop/ or /zero/.... Pronunciation or dropping of /h/ is not 
dependent on stress. There does seem to be a strong tendency to drop the initial /h/ of a 
second element in a group to create a kind of liaison with the first element..., but many 
counterexamples prevent us stating this as a rule." (p,25) 

065 33 $A I el may be a free variant of /schwa-over-short/. "In certain contexts, but not consistently, 
the tongue is raised to at least the half-closed position and advanced and lips spread 
somewhat, so that an teJ- or Mota3- like vowel is heard. This occurs, (a^ before and 
immediately following vowel. . , (b) where the /schwa/ is lengthened beyond its characteristic 
brevity... and (c) when some speakers have a /schwa/ so close to the Hebrew vowel /epsilon/, as 
to be indistinguishable from it." (p. 18) 

065 34 $A tel "in some speakers diphthongizes to te/yodl ." (p. 16) 

065 35 $A "There is a tendency in some speakers to pronounce a back vowel approaching 

talphaJ ...particularly before a pharyngeal 'ayin, 1 with speakers who pronounce the 'ayin.' Ever 
with those who do not, the knowledge that the root contains an f ayin ! influences some speakers 
to pronounce talphaJ in place of lal (p. 17) 

065 36 $A /schwa-over-short/ is called a "transition sound." (p. 17) Examples show It occurring as a 
transition between consonants (often optional), and as the vowel of certain clitics, (p. 18) 

065 37 $A /glottal stop/, corresponding to the glottal stop and pharyngeal consonant of the written 
language, is often dropped, except in absolute initial position. While /h/ may be replaced by 
/glottal stop/, the reverse apparently does not take place, (p. 23) 

065 38 $A Initial /f/ occurs only in loans. Initial /f-lax/ occurs "in a dozen words," and as a result 
of prefixation. (p,24) 

065 60 $A Lax obstruents are voiced intervocalically. (p. 22) 

065 6 * $A Word-final /n/ is realized as [eng] before word-initial /k/ or /k-lax/. (p. 28) 
065 62 $A The front vowels are raised syllable-finally under stress and word-finally, (p. 16) 



